
STEM Awareness for Iowa
Communications and Marketing Strategies 



Partnership Introduction

• Angel Mendez – Communications & Marketing 
Specialist, Governor’s STEM Advisory Council

• Dawn Buzynski – Executive Director of Public Relations, 
Strategic America



History

• The Council was created in 2011 via bi-partisan support 
of the Iowa Legislature to increase interest and 
awareness of STEM education, keep students across 
the state competitive with other students around the 
world and enhance economic development in Iowa.



Launch Press Conference



EVENTS



2014 Town Hall Tour
• Opportunity for the Lt. Gov. to update Iowans on the 

progress of the STEM Council and STEM programming 
at one school in each of the six STEM regions.

• Gov. Branstad, STEM Council Co-Chair Mary Andringa
and local business partners joined the Lt. Gov. at select 
events.



2014 Midwest STEM Forum

• Opportunity to convene with neighboring states and 
share STEM happenings, guidance and advice for other 
states’ STEM initiatives.

• More information coming soon on 2015 Forum, to be 
held this fall.



2014 STEM Day at the Fair

• Held on the Grand Concourse on the last day of the 
Fair.

• Was the highest attended day of the Fair, with more 
than 108,000 fairgoers.

• Featured 20 exhibitors with their own booths and 
STEM-related learning activities.

• Had 4 stage acts.
• Utilized a scavenger hunt to involved all aspects of the 

Fair in STEM learning.



2014 STEM Day at the Fair

Presenter
Presentation Notes
VIDEO



2015 STEM Day at the Capitol
• Opportunity to reach 

legislators with information 
about all of the STEM 
Council’s and its partners’ 
STEM programming 
happening across the state.

• Featured 33 exhibitors, all 
STEM Council-related.

• Attendance of more than 
350 people



2015 STEM Day at the Capitol



Annual Iowa STEM Summit
• Opportunity to meet with all 

constituents in one building to 
discuss and recap STEM Council 
activities within the last year and 
gain advice on new directions for 
various initiatives underneath the 
STEM Council umbrella.

• 2012 Attendance: 355
• 2013 Attendance: 421
• 2014 Attendance: 475
• 2015 Attendance: 560+



Conferences
• Iowa School Administrators Conference
• Iowa School Boards Conference
• ICTM-ISTS Conference
• SMART Conference
• Iowa Association of Business and Industry Conference
• Iowa School Counseling Association Conference 



CAMPAIGNS



Code Iowa

FUNDING:   Google $20,000 sponsorship for awards to 
one school in each of the six STEM regions

PARTNERSHIP:   Code.org

AWARENESS:   Website and social media, #CodeIowa

LAUNCH:   Governor’s Press Conference & Proclamation

OUTCOME:   466 Iowa schools participated



STEM Education Award

FUNDING:   Kemin Industries, $18,000 sponsorship for six 
awards to teachers in each of the six STEM regions

AWARENESS:   Website and social media

LAUNCH:   ICTM-ISTS Conference, plus social media, 
regional network communications 

OUTCOME:   150 applications received, six recipients 
selected



STEM Classrooms
• Four school districts around Iowa received funding to 

design STEM classrooms

• Davenport Community School District, Hoover High 
School, Mount Pleasant Middle School and Sioux 
Center High School

• Developed strategy to promote these classrooms and 
encourage Iowa school districts to invest in redesigned 
learning environments and other STEM programs



STEM Classrooms



BRANDING



Logo Development



Website Redesign



Advertising

Billboards



Advertising
PSA



Infographics

STEM Pocket Guide



Infographics

STEM Pocket Guide



MEDIA RELATIONS



Media Coverage

• 232 placements from December 2013- August 2014
• Average 24 placements/month
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Media Coverage

Awareness Launch: 88 placements, value of $111,441.36

Town Hall Tours: 39 places, value of $39,800.07

STEM Day at the Fair: 13 placements, Value of $14,539.00



Media Coverage

• 2015 To Date
• More than 60 placements valued at $33,000

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

Dec-14 Jan-15 Jan-15 Jan-15 Feb-15 Feb-15 Feb-15 Mar-15

2015 YTD 



Media Coverage

Feature placements
• “Branstad: We are architects of our future,” Des Moines 

Register, January 16
• “Council votes to renew all six regional hub institutions,” 

Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, January 24
• “STEM Council broadens Scale-Up program menu for 

2015-2016,” River Cities Reader, January 28
• “STEM accomplishments to be showcased at the 

capitol,” Radio Iowa, February 17
• “Gov. Branstad tests out a robot and discusses 

importance of STEM,” Siouxlandmatter.com, February 
26



Media Coverage

Three minutes in the chair 



Social Media



Social Media



Social Media



Q & A


