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Notes from the session: 

 

1. A major percentage of the discussion time was spent discussing STEM festivals in the 
northeast. 

• Attendees felt the STEM festivals are a good idea to continue because they reach 
out to a large number of people. 

• The events allow teachers the opportunity to see programs they don’t usually see 
and to collect ideas. 

• A suggestion was made to consider a STEM festival focused toward high school 
age kids.  
 

2. Explore working with local libraries. 

 

3. Would like to see more professional development opportunities, in particular, with 
educators that have received scale-up awards.   
 

• One idea was to have educators network face-to-face with other educators that 
have implemented specific scale-up programs.  Allow for the opportunity for 
educators to share best practices. 

 



Greatness STEMs from 
Hands-On Learning
Northeast Iowa Region Governor’s STEM Advisory Council



Regional network of six hubs

1. Northwest Hub – Iowa Lakes Community College
2. North Central Hub – Iowa State University
3. Northeast Hub – University of Northern Iowa
4. Southwest Hub – Southwestern Community College
5. South Central Hub – Drake University
6. Southeast Hub – University of Iowa & Kirkwood Community College



Northeast Advisory Board   (15 members)



Northeast Advisory Board   (15 members)
• Chad Heinzel, University of Northern Iowa  (Chair)
• Kelly Cooper, Dubuque Area Labor and Management Council (Vice-Chair)
• Jane Bradley, Hawkeye Community College
• James Brown, Jr., John Deere Power Systems
• Kendra Crooks, Chickasaw County Extension and Outreach
• Steve Denmuth, Mayo Clinic
• Lisa Digman, Northeast Iowa Community College
• Scott Fortune, Upper Iowa Tool and Die and Innovations
• Scott Greenhalgh, University of Northern Iowa
• Ellen Heuer, Bay Valley Foods
• Mason Kuhn, Waverly-Shell Rock Community School District
• Jason Martin-Hiner, Keystone AEA
• Marcia Powell, Iowa Online Learning
• Norma Thiese, Keystone AEA
• Mark Wagner, National Mississippi River Museum



Northeast Advisory Board   (Meetings)

• August 28 – Oelwein
• October 30 – Dubuque
• December 11 – Conference Call
• January 29 – Conference Call
• March 23 – Cedar Falls
• May 19 - Calmar



The Iowa STEM Scale-Up Program was launched as a way to meet the 
Governor’s STEM Advisory Council’s top priority: Increasing student interest 
and achievement in STEM across the state. 

 These Scale-Ups are offered to schools (public and nonpublic), 
after-school programs and other active learning communities 
serving students in grades preK-12. 

 In 2014-2015, the Northeast region awarded programs to 166 
educators.









2013-2014 STEM FESTIVAL IMPACT



• University of Northern Iowa 
• Hawkeye Community College
• Wartburg College
• Kaplan University
• Allen College
• Upper Iowa University 
• Iowa State University
• University of Iowa
• Luther College
• Northeast Iowa Community College
• Loras College
• Clarke University
• University of Dubuque
• University of Wisconsin-Platteville
• Surrounding school districts 

showcased their projects as well 
(Robotics…) 

• John Deere
• Rockwell Collins
• Viking Pump
• Cedar Valley Alliance
• Con Agra
• Keystone AEA
• ISU Extension 4-H 
• IPTV
• HY-VEE
• KWWL
• Lowes



We have five family STEM Festivals in the Northeast Region
 Black Hawk County

 Cedar Valley

 Tama County - March 22
1:00 PM – 4:00 PM @ South Tama County Elementary

 Dubuque  – April 18 
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM @ Clarke University

 Calmar – April 30 
4:00 PM – 7:00 PM  @ NICC Wilder Business Center

Family STEM Festivals bring together 
community leaders, educators, businesses, and 
universities to spark student and parent interest 
with hands on learning. 



Date Venue Location/Audience Festival Partners 
(financial cost-share and in-kind contributions)

7/25/2014 Black Hawk County STEM Festival
July 25, 2014, 1 PM – 4 PM at the Cattle 
Congress fair grounds in Estel Hall
Total: 183
Kids: 106
Adults: 77
Exhibitors Count: 13

NE Iowa Regional STEM Hub and Black Hawk County 
Extension Office 

11/13/2014 Cedar Valley Family STEM Festival
November 13, 2014, 4 PM - 7:30 PM at the Five 
Sullivan Center
Total: 3,181
Kids: 1,825
Adults: 1,338
Exhibitors Count: 77
Specialty Shows: 3

NE Iowa Regional STEM Hub, Waterloo Community 
Schools, Cedar Falls Community School District, John 
Deere, Hawkeye Community College, Greater Cedar 
Valley Alliance and Chamber, Grout Museum District, 
Ramada Hotel and Convention Center, Volunteer Center 
of Cedar Valley, Black Hawk County Extension 
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Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NEIASTEM

Twitter: https://twitter.com/NE_IA_STEM

Newsletter
Presentations

Boards and Committees

Website

https://www.facebook.com/NEIASTEM
https://twitter.com/NE_IA_STEM




Contact Information:
Jeff Beneke
Northeast STEM Network Manager

Phone:    319-273-7397
Email:     jeff.beneke@uni.edu
Website: neiowastem.com

mailto:jeff.beneke@uni.edu


• Name
• Organization
• Role

• What is going well as it relates to the NE Hub?
• What do you want more of?
• What is missing? What/who/where is the 

solution?
• Other discussion ideas?
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